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Dear Friends,

Since 2015 Germantown Academy has been committed to achieving our
Strategic Vision centered around community engagement. At the
forefront remains our focus on the student experience at GA to ensure
that we know our students exceptionally well as individuals and as
scholars and that we are creating opportunities both in the classroom
and around the world to deepen their learning. Ideally, we want each
student to fall in love with learning every single day, and thanks to the
dedication and creativity of our faculty we continue to find new and even
better ways to spark interest, excitement, and the desire to know more.

In the pages to follow, you will find just the icing of new initiatives around
campus. I hope you will be as proud as I am of the innovative programs
and spaces GA is pursuing to provide our students with the very best in
the field of 21st century education. Again and again parents and alumni
echo the sentiment I feel each day I behold GA in action: I wish I could
start school all over again at GA.

Four years into our Strategic Vision, we are confident that the best is yet
to come. As we continue to expand on pilots like the GA Experience
Program and to re-envision spaces in our Lower School, as STEAM
programs expand and opportunities in computer science multiply, and
as we constantly examine our curriculum to ensure it is just the right
mixture of traditional foundations and innovative opportunities, we know
that, in just our 259th year, our greatest chapters lie ahead.

Best,

Rich Schellhas
Head of School

Germantown Academy will
distinguish itself as a leader in
student engagement.

•  Active Learning

•  More Than Tinkering

•  An Engaging Ratio

•  The Power of Water 

•  Unforgettable Experiences

•  Statistically Speaking
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ACTIVE LEARNING

Upper School Middle School Lower School
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Lower School faculty has launched a new word study approach
to spelling, phonics, and vocabulary development: “Words
Their Way” (WTW). Research indicates that memorization of
lists of words does not promote the development of spelling
skills. With WTW, teachers encourage students to compare
and contrast features in words to discover the regularities,
patterns, and conventions of the English language. 

Through active learning approaches, such as word hunts,
construction of word walls, and games to apply word
understanding, students are increasing their knowledge,
spelling, and understanding of individual words. 

This program is another meaningful example of GA continuing
to prioritize the implementation of differentiated and 
engaging instruction to meet each learner’s needs. 
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Upper School Middle School Lower School

The Board of Trustees unanimously approved the
administration’s recommendation to update our
Lower School facilities through a multi-phased
plan to match our innovative educational 
program for our youngest learners. This 
September, as a result of generous donations, 
PK-5 students will have modernized science labs
and an expanded, permanent, cutting-edge Lower
School Tinker Lab.

The Tinker Lab engages our youngest learners in
multisensory learning by providing materials that
encourage creativity, collaboration, and creative
problem-solving.  A woodworking area, cooking
equipment, a Lego wall, and natural building 
materials combined with digital opportunities to
design and create on a 3D printer will help 
prepare students for a 21st century world.

GRAND OPENING:
FLAG RAISING2018



AN ENGAGING RATIO20
18

Upper School Middle School Lower School

In 2018-19, the Middle School will expand initiatives
to meaningfully integrate technology to enhance
student engagement through the implementation
of a 1:1 tablet PC program. Beginning this fall, each
7th grade student will be issued a tablet PC for use
at home and at school during the academic school
year.

The program, which will be phased in over the
course of the coming two years, will enhance and
transform the student experience through the use
of Microsoft’s collaborative OneNote software. This
initiative will also allow faculty to continue to
explore 21st century skills through Project-Based
Learning and STEM and STEAM initiatives and to
develop coding and computer science offerings. 



THE POWER OF WATER
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In the 6th grade, students studied and questioned the power
of water around the world during an interdisciplinary project
pilot.  MS English teacher Andrew Dolan led classes in reading
A Long Walk to Water, offering students insight into and
empathy for the global quality and scarcity of water. Students
connected these lessons to their examination of the water
cycle during Kate Cassidy’s science classes and through

partnerships with the Wissahickon Watershed and Fairmount
Water Works. Students developed and implemented action
plans based on what they thought they, as 6th graders, could
do to address local and global challenges and ultimately
gained a greater appreciation of how science directly impacts
their world.



In 2017 and in 2018, GA piloted The GA
Experience (GAXP).  The programs, provided at
no cost due to a generous donation, are designed
for Upper School students and faculty to have
extraordinary, challenging, and engaging
experiences to connect with our mission and the
world in a meaningful way. Participants were
immersed, during these week-long trips, into the
world of art, music, backpacking, eco-farming, and
volunteering for Habitat for Humanity.

Germantown Academy is pleased to announce our
approval for a matching grant from The E.E. Ford
Foundation to assist in launching an endowment
for GAXP to eventually provide these enriching and
memorable learning experiences permanently for
Upper School students for years to come.
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Throughout the 2017-18 school year, members of the Statistics
Honors class, conceived and taught by Ruth Carver, partnered
with the Alumni Society Board and the Office of Institutional
Advancement to create, distribute, and analyze an Alumni
Survey.  The goal of the project was to provide an authentic
learning experience for the students, who were involved in every
aspect of the project, highlighted by a final presentation of the
results analyzing alumni engagement and support of GA.  

More than 550 alumni participated, providing extremely valuable
and impactful feedback regarding philanthropic trends at our
school.

“As an alumna, it made me proud to see that GA continues to
evolve its curricula to provide students with opportunities to
develop skills that prepare them to be successful in college and
in their careers.” Emily Hyman ‘10, Alumni Society Board Member
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• Work Hard and Embrace Challenge
• Demonstrate Resilience and Perseverance
• Listen Well and Communicate Thoughtfully
• Develop Critical Thinking Skills
• Seek and Share Their Passions
• Create and Innovate
• Learn Actively and Collaboratively
• Express Curiosity and Ask Questions
• Take Academic Risks
• Connect to the World Beyond GA

ENGAGED STUDENTS
ENGAGED AND 
ENGAGING TEACHERS

•  Inspire Interest in and Passion for 
their Subjects

• Offer Varied Multi-Sensory Learning
Experiences and Assessments

• Teach Critical Thinking Skills
• Stimulate Intellect, Curiosity, and Academic 

Risk Taking
• Challenge and Support Appropriately
• Strive for Growth and Improvement
• Draw Connections to the World
• Cultivate Problem Solving and Resilience
•  Promote a Creative, Innovative Spirit
•  Know Students as Learners and 

as Individuals

ENGAGED PARENTS
• Encourage their children to live the mission.
• Support their children’s involvement

in the GA community
•  Help build the GA community
•  Serve as ambassadors for GA
•  Remain actively informed
•  Partner with their children’s teachers, 

coaches, and administrators
•  Know their children’s friends
•  Model the Civility Pledge


